
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 Disasters affected 4.5 million 

people between January and 

April 2015. 

 

 Latin America and the Caribbean 

prepares for the World 

Humanitarian Summit with a 

Regional Consultation to be held 

in May in Guatemala City. 

 

 Floods and drought are the most 

numerous disasters in the first 

quarter of 2015. 

 

 Central America continues to 

show high rates of violence. 

Honduras reached a rate of 

70.5% perceived insecurity in 

December 2014. 

 
 

 

 

AFFECTED 
Drought / Food Insecurity 2.007,320 

Landslides 10,150 

Epidemic 9,044 

Rain, Storms, Floods 2.483,860 

Cold 25,718 

Others 10,246 

Total 4.546,338 

 
Source: Compiled from reports issued by 
national authorities from 16 emergency 
situations monitored by OCHA ROLAC. 
 
 
Note: The figures are taken from official reports. However, 
this does not imply they have been officially approved by 
the countries as the final figures. The figures are solely for 
reference. Please contact the national authorities if you 
require further information. 

 

More than 4.5 million people affected by 
disasters 

Between January and April 2015 

About 4.5 million people were affected by disasters in the first quarter of 2015 in Latin 
America and the Caribbean. Rains continue to affect the largest number of people, followed 
by drought and food insecurity. 
 
Violence, epidemics such as dengue or chikungunya, the return of unaccompanied minor 
migrants, and coffee rust are some of the crisis that will need attention during this year.  

The 2014 hurricane season culminated without major humanitarian consequences and was 
one of the calmest in recent years. However, it is important to keep working on preparedness 
measures for such events during 2015.  

 Millions of people affected in Latin America and the Caribbean by disasters  

 
For the first quarter of 2015, rains, floods and storms affected the largest number of people in the region, although the amount affected 
by drought is very close. This paradox is an issue in countries such as Brazil, where parts of its territory suffer from severe rains and 
others the most severe drought in 80 years. Source: Reports from national authorities published from 16 emergencies selected by 
OCHA according to internal criteria. For further information about OCHA methodology, please write to: ocha-rolac@un.org  

Humanitarian Bulletin 
Latin America and Caribbean 
Volume 21 | January - April 2015 

In this edition 
Interview: World Humanitarian Summit P.2 

Floods in Chile and Bolivia P.3 

Floods in Peru and Drought in Brazil P.4 

Drought in Central America P.5 

Violence in the region P.6 

OCHA in 2014 P.7 

/ 

 

©OCHA – Chile 

mailto:ocha-rolac@un.org


Humanitarian Bulletin | Latin America and Caribbean | 2 
 

 

 
 

 

Interview: Towards the World 
Humanitarian Summit  

 
 
The United Nations Secretary-
General will convene the first-
ever global humanitarian 
summit to be held in Istanbul, 
Turkey in 2016. The goal of 
this summit is to find new ways 
to tackle humanitarian needs in 
our fast-changing world. The 
three-year initiative is being 
coordinated by the Office for 
the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 
 
Several regional consultations 
have been held in Africa, Asia 
and Europe. In 2015, many 
national consultations were 
carried-out in Latin America 
and the Caribbean (LAC) in preparation for the regional consultation. The regional LAC consultation will 
take place in Guatemala from 5 to 7 May with the participation of international organizations, 
individuals, academia and social organizations. Walter Wintzer, the coordinator of the process, tells us 
how the region is getting ready for the consultation. 
 
 

1. In preparation for World Humanitarian Summit 2016, what actions are taking place in 

Latin America and the Caribbean and who participated in this process? 

The Latin America and the Caribbean consultations towards the World Humanitarian Summit included 
an extensive participative process organized throughout the region. Fifteen different groups were 
consulted in 27 countries through workshops, working groups, focus groups, interviews, surveys and 
online discussions. Almost 4,700 people were consulted, of whom almost 50% were affected and 
vulnerable groups. 

2. How is the Latin America and the Caribbean Regional Consultation structured under the 

VII MIAH? 

The Regional Consultation will take place over two work days plus a high-level meeting in Guatemala 
City. To strengthen existing an existing regional mechanisms, the consultation meeting will be held 
under the framework of the VII MIAH (Regional Meeting on International Humanitarian Assistance). The 
WHS regional consultation / VII MIAH will include plenary and working sessions, presentations, panels 
and group discussions. 

 

3. At the end of the consultation, will the results and/or discussions be available? 

Absolutely! The consultation process will be available online through internet streaming and social 
networks. We will also share the outcomes of the work sessions such as the Declaration of Guatemala 
from the VII MIAH and the Regional Humanitarian Consultation General Report. 

 
 
 
For more information on the MIAH and WHS we recommend visiting the websites: 
http://redhum.org/es/miah  and www.worldhumanitariansummit.org 
 
 

 

 
 

National consultation in El Salvador  
Image © OCHA 

 

 

 “The participation 
process in Latin 
America and the 
Caribbean consulted 
nearly 4,700 people 
in 27 countries. 
Almost 50% of 
participants were 
people affected by 
disasters” 

http://redhum.org/es/miah
http://www.worldhumanitariansummit.org/
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  Floods in Chile 
 

In March, floods and landslides in northern Chile 
killed 15 people, left 49 missing and affected nearly 
30,000 people in Antofagasta, Atacama and 
Coquimbo.  

Response teams face logistical challenges to get to 
affected areas. Authorities continue to clear the 
roads and sewage and recover basic services such 
as electricity, drinking water, schools and hospitals.   

Response efforts are expected to continue for 
several weeks due to damages to infrastructure and 
the saturation of mud in sewage and water systems.  

Upon request from the Government, a United 
Nations Disaster Assessments and Coordination team was deployed to Chile to support coordination 
and mobilize resources to address critical needs. A strategic plan is being drafted with various agencies 
to ensure joint recovery efforts and rebuilding in affected areas, especially in Atacama.   

For further information visit: www.redhum.org 

 

 

 

   Floods in Bolivia  
Approximately 32,000 families have been affected by heavy rains that have fallen since early 2015. As 
of 31 March, 99 municipalities were affected in nine regions and four were declared under a state of 
emergency. So far there are 32 people dead, 6 missing and approximately 19,000 hectares of affected 
crops.  
 
The worst of the flooding occurred on 20 February when the Acre River flooded the city of Cobija, 
capital of Pando. At least 1,127 families were affected with severe damages or complete destruction of 
their homes. Dozens of families will remain in shelters for at least a few months.  
 
The UN System has allocated a US$40,000 Emergency Cash Grant to support the Government’s 
response actions. These funds will be implemented by IOM, UNICEF, UNFPA and FAO. The Bolivian 
Red Cross mobilized a DREF for 193,101 Swiss francs.   

For further information visit: www.redhum.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
Cleaning efforts in Chañaral, Chile 

Image © United Nations 

OCHA supported the 
Government of 
Chile’s response 
efforts by deploying 
two emergency 
response advisors 
and an information 
assistant.  

http://www.redhum.org/
http://www.redhum.org/
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   Floods in Loreto, Peru 
During the rainy season (October 2014 to April 2015), INDECI 
reported that approximately 67,500 people were affected by 
various emergencies in the country and 436,000 people were 
partially affected in all the regions of the country except in 
Callao, near Lima.   

The Loreto region (North) is the most affected with more than 
205,000 people impacted. Overflowing rivers, erosion and 
landslides damaged houses, roads, health facilities and 
schools. 

OCHA together with the National Humanitarian Network 
carried-out an assessment in the most affected areas to identify 
critical needs. Agencies that participated included: the Ministry 
of Education, the Ministry of Women and Vulnerable 
Populations, INDECI, UNDP, FAO, UNICEF, Action Against 
Hunger Foundation and OCHA. The results of this mission will 
be released soon.  

In March OCHA allocated an Emergency Cash Grant to assist the affected population in the department 
of San Martin. The fund helped national authorities to provide aid to more than 4,100 people in the 
districts of Papaplaya and El Porvernir 

For further information visit: www.redhum.org  

 

 

   Drought and Floods in Brazil  

Drought has affected the water supply for 48 million people in south-eastern Brazil – a quarter of the 
country’s population. The production of soy, coffee, pineapple and sugar was affected and agricultural 
production in the southern states has been reduced by 50 per cent.   

Brazil depends on hydropower to generate 70% of its electricity. Reserves in the Southeast and 
Midwest – the most important sites for hydropower- are at 17.43%. Water reserves in the Northwest 
are at 17.18% and in the North 35.2%.  

March rains helped to increase water levels to 19% in the Canteira system (which supplies water to 8.8 
million people in Sao Paulo). Experts predict that a lack of rain in the upcoming months will cause 
water rationing during the dry season from April to September 2015.  

At the same time, in the city of Rio Branco, heavy rains caused the Acre River to overflow and about 
6,000 people had to evacuate the floods. The number of affected people increased to 50,000 and at 
least 14,000 houses were damaged.  

The city of Brasiléia, located on the Bolivian border and 220 kilometres away of Rio Branco, was 
almost submerged by the Acre River.  A state of emergency was declared for the city.  

 

For further information visit: www.redhum.org 

 

 

 

 

OCHA, national 
authorities, UN 
agencies and NGOs 
carried out a joint 
assessment to 
identify critical needs 
of the population in 
Loreto.  

http://www.redhum.org/
http://www.redhum.org/
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    Drought continues in Central 
America 

The lack of rainfall in 2014 caused a loss of 
crops and affected the food security for the 
most vulnerable households in Guatemala, 
Nicaragua, El Salvador and Honduras.  

About 2 million people were affected, 
especially in communities located along the dry 
corridor where many farmers can only harvest 
during the first season.  

In 2015, the impact of drought is expected to 
continue. The lean season will be more severe 

and food insecurity will persist in vulnerable 
populations.  

These four countries have also suffered from 
coffee rust which has affected 55% of the coffee 
crops. This loss of crops endangers the 
livelihoods of almost 2 million people who depend on its production as their main source of income.  

The World Food Program (WFP) assists about 500,000 people and supports the rehabilitation of the 
fields and food production in the family gardens. WFP will also provide assistance through the 
protracted Relief and Recovery Operation program to cover the immediate needs of vulnerable 
households for at least 90 days, and depending on the rainy season, to rehabilitate agriculture for the 
second harvest season.   

  

For further information: www.redhum.org 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Program to produce kidney bean by WFP 
Image © World Food Program 

 

In 2015 the impact of 
drought is expected to 
continue will persist in 

vulnerable populations. 

http://www.redhum.org/
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   Urban violence in the region:  

A growing humanitarian challenge 

The increase of violence in Latin America and the Caribbean, especially in urban settings, poses 
new challenges to humanitarian actors. The consequences of violence contribute to an increase 

in vulnerability and the response is creating important challenges for the international 
community. 

 

The homicide rate in the region exceeds the world average, placing Latin America and the Caribbean 
as the most violent region of the world in times of peace. The number of deaths related to drug 
trafficking and organized crime exceeds the rate considered as epidemic for the World Health 
organization (WHO) which is 10/100,000 inhabitants. Honduras, for example, has a homicide rate of 
68/10,000 inhabitants, the highest in Central America. This complex crisis has increased in recent years 
without signs of reaching any solutions, according to the international community.  

Violence in Central American countries mainly affects young males who are recruited by local gangs or 
maras, sometimes forcibly. Men are the main victims of violent deaths with a rate of 90.9% 

The presence of armed criminals and gangs generates fear, intimidation and more violence, increasing 
and enhancing other threats. According to a recent study in Honduras, the rate of insecurity perception 
topped 70.5% in December 2014.   

Women suffer sexual and domestic violence. Children between the age of 10 and 14 years old as well 
as girls between the age of 15 and 19 years old are more at risk of suffering sexual violence. Firearms 
are the primary instrument used in violence 
causing 77.9% of the homicides.  

The large number of crime factors in the region, 
such as firearms, alcohol and drug trafficking 
makes this problem harder to eradicate. However, 
these are some key factors that experts consider 
should be taken into account. Possible solutions 
should include education, youth labour, and the 
reduction of social inequalities as well as the 
improvement of life conditions of the population.  

If the high rates of urban violence persist, the 
negative impact on the population will increase and 
force external displacement. In 2014, the number 
of unaccompanied minor migrants held at the U.S 
south border increased to 66,200 and is expected to reach 90,000 by 2015. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The response to the 
high rate in violence 
should include 
education, youth 
labor and the 
reduction of social 
inequalities as well as 
improving the quality 
of life.  

Weapons collection program                                                  
Image @ OCHA 
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New publication: OCHA in 2014 
2014 was a difficult year for the humanitarian community throughout the world. In 

Latin America and the Caribbean, people struggled to cope with food insecurity, urban 
violence, increased migration and displacement, new epidemic outbreaks such as 

chikungunya, climate change and other threats. 

According to data from CRED in 2014 about 4.5 million people were affected by disasters in America, 
which represents 4.8 per cent of the global total. OCHA supported Humanitarian Country Teams 
throughout the region to ensure effective response efforts to these disasters and crises. OCHA also 
supported other regions by deploying staff members to aid response efforts to humanitarian crises in 
Djibuti, the Philippines and Iraq. 

This document presented by OCHA in Latin America and the Caribbean at the beginning of the year, 
provides a glimpse of these events and OCHA´s response and the events and activities that took place 
in 2014. The office highlighted in the document the actions that led to an advance in the goal of 
improving g coordination for an effective humanitarian response. 

In a changing humanitarian context, it was necessary to bring together humanitarian actors to analyse 
where we are and establish a humanitarian agenda for the coming years. This publication reflects that 
balance and identifies key issues that must be contemplated in the agenda. 

In 2015, OCHA continues and will continue to work with humanitarian partners to ensure effective and 
efficient coordination that facilitates the response to humanitarian needs. The focus of OCHA´s work will 
remain on aiding affected people and saving lives and to this end, be better prepared and provide 
greater coordination will make the difference. 

You can find the full document at: http://bit.ly/1NUfmw6 

 

 

 

In 2014, the United 
Nations allocated close 
to $US 17.5 million in 
CERF funds (98%) and 
Emergency Cash Grant 
(2%) to assist thousands 
of people affected by 
disasters in 10 countries 
in the Latin America and 
the Caribbean 
 

For more information, please contact: 

Darío Álvarez, Head of the Regional Office a.i., alvarez6@un.org Tel: (+507) 317 1748 

Rogerio Mobilia, Head of Information Unit, silvar@un.org Tel (+507) 317 1749 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: www.redhum.org    www.unocha.org     www.reliefweb.int 

www.redhum.org   

http://bit.ly/1NUfmw6
mailto:alvarez6@un.org
mailto:silvar@un.org
http://www.redhum.org/
http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://www.redhum.org/

